MATERIAL  DEVELOPMENT
of comfort - that is, the means of feeding a family - but positively,
on the contrary, it is shrinking,
Up to the war the settlement of a large number of foreigners in
France had not modified the anthropological characters of the
French people, for almost all of these foreigners came from
neighbouring countries in which the origin of the populations on
either side of the frontier is the same. Belgians and Germans
settled in the north and east, Italians in the south-east, Spaniards
in the south-west; and the children of foreigners born in France
were rapidly and completely assimilated.
The density of the population has changed to a very unequal
degree in various parts of the country. It has decreased in almost
all the agricultural districts and increased in the industrial regions,
the large towns, and, above all, in Paris and the surrounding
district. It has tended with increasing rapidity to become con-
centrated on the one hand in the large towns, and on the other
hand in the industrial regions, especially on the northern and
eastern frontiers, where the bourgeoisie was more enterprising and
the lower classes furnished workers who were better disciplined
and more suited to industry on a large scale.
jmaterial  development
In half a century the conditions of material life underwent a
more rapid and profound change than at any other period.
This change is due to practical inventions and the systematic
application to technical processes of sciences almost all of which
were already known before 1870, but the effects of which did not
reach the mass of the nation till later.
The invention which produced the greatest effect was that of
the steam-engine, which furnished the motive force for factories,
railways, and the textile and metallurgical industries, and led
indirectly to an enormous increase in the production of coal.
Much later came gas-engines and electrical ones driven by power
derived from waterfalls; and lastly petrol and internal-combus-
tion motors. Thus were provided the mechanical forces which
indefinitely increased the supply of power for purposes of spinning,
weaving, milling, and, above all, transport, and produced at a
later date the new process of electric lighting,
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